
SOURCES 

How do you find reliable sources? How do you cite 
them correctly? 



NOVA: How to find and evaluate sources for your research: 

 

 Think critically and ask questions about each source. Who is the 
publisher? What kind of bias might they have toward the topic? 

 Use bibliographies like books, journal articles and websites to find 
more sources. Cite your sources. Look up these citations in the 
library's catalog or databases. 

 TIP: Always check your assignment's written directions to see what 
kind of sources your professor requires. 

When using books as sources: 

 Look through the table of contents and the index to find your key 
terms. 

 Read book reviews to discover whether a book is recommended by 
others. Try searching JSTOR or Books in Print for the title. 

 

 http://www.nvcc.edu/annandale/library/research/history/findsour
ces.htm 

http://www.jstor.org/action/showBasicSearch?cookieSet=1
http://www.nvcc.edu/annandale/library/research/history/findsources.htm
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NOVA: How to find and evaluate sources for your research: 

 

When using journal or magazine articles: 

 Ask yourself if the publication is scholarly or popular, substantive or 
sensational. 

 Look for a bibliography after each article - the quality of the research 
matters! 

 Is it published by a university or a professional association? Or by a 
corporation? 

When using websites: 

 Look for sites that are current and updated often. 

 Reliable websites cite their sources, just like books and journals. 

 Is the site expressing opinion or presenting facts? 

 Sites published by government and scholarly sites usually have good 
information. Look for .gov, .edu and .org Web addresses. 

 

 http://www.nvcc.edu/annandale/library/research/history/findsources.htm 

http://www.nvcc.edu/annandale/library/research/history/findsources.htm
http://www.nvcc.edu/annandale/library/research/history/findsources.htm


eHow: How to Find Reliable Sources Online 

 

 Instructions 

 Examine the URL for the name of the author. According to the Teaching Library 
at UC Berkeley, the name of the author will appear in the URL just past the tilde or 
a percent sign. The name of the author of the page may also appear after the 
words "members," "users" or "people." If the website has been created by one 
author, carefully research that person to see if he provides consistently accurate 
material that is well written. 

 Find the publication date on the website. The website generally posts publishing 
information at the bottom of the entry. Determine if this information is up-to-date 
enough for your paper. For example, information published on space travel 
changes rapidly, and a web page that is even a few years old may be inaccurate. 
Having information that is more recent will add to your credibility. 

 Verify the sources provided by the author. Even experts will use findings and 
information from colleagues and other experts. Search through the website to see 
if you author has provided any sources from other people. Read through her 
sources and determine if the information makes sense and is accurately 
represented by the author who you are using as a source. 

 
http://www.ehow.com/how_5643050_reliable-sources-online.html 

http://www.ehow.com/how_5643050_reliable-sources-online.html
http://www.ehow.com/how_5643050_reliable-sources-online.html
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OWL Purdue: Evaluating Bibliographic Citations 

 

 When searching for information in library catalogues and online 
article databases such as EbscoHost or Proquest Direct, you will first 
find a bibliographic citation entry. A bibliographic citation provides 
relevant information about the author and publication as well as 
short summary of the text. 

 Before you read a source or spend time hunting for it, begin by 
looking at the following information in the citation to evaluate 
whether it's worth finding or reading. 

 Consider the author, the title of the work, the summary, where it 
is, and the timeliness of the entry. You may also want to look at the 
keywords to see what other categories the work falls into. Evaluate 
this information to see if it is relevant and valid for your research. 

 



OWL Purdue: Evaluating Sources: Overview 

 

 http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/553/1/ 

 

 Evaluation During Reading 

 http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/553/03/ 

 Evaluating Bibliographic Citations 

 http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/553/02/ 

 Evaluating Print vs. Internet Sources 

 http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/553/04/ 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/553/1/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/553/03/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/553/02/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/553/04/


Other Evaluating Sources Websites 

 wikiHow 

 http://www.wikihow.com/Evaluate-the-Credibility-

of-a-Source 

 About.com 

 http://homeworktips.about.com/od/researchandrefere

nce/a/internet.htm 

 How to Judge the Reliability of Internet Information 

 http://www.mhhe.com/mayfieldpub/webtutor/judging.

htm 
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Wikipedia: Patriotism 



Wikipedia: Sources 

 



http://japanese-tea-ceremony.net/ 
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http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/jtea/hd_jtea.htm 

http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/jtea/hd_jtea.htm


Dictionaries 

 The Online Etymology Dictionary 

 http://www.etymonline.com/index.php 

 Oxford Dictionaries 

 http://oxforddictionaries.com/?region=us 

 The Merriam-Webster Dictionary 

 http://www.merriam-webster.com/ 

 The Free Dictionary 

 http://www.thefreedictionary.com/ 

 Cambridge Dictionaries Online 

 http://dictionary.cambridge.org/ 

 

http://www.etymonline.com/index.php
http://www.etymonline.com/index.php
http://oxforddictionaries.com/?region=us
http://www.etymonline.com/index.php
http://www.merriam-webster.com/
http://www.merriam-webster.com/
http://www.merriam-webster.com/
http://www.etymonline.com/index.php
http://www.thefreedictionary.com/
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/


Research Paper 
Works Cited 



Firefox 

• Firefox is a web browser like Explorer or Safari.  
The web-based Reference Utility Zotero only 
works with Firefox so you will need to download 
Firefox if it isn’t your default browser.  Both 
items are free downloads. 

• To download Mozilla Firefox you can use the 
link below. 

• http://www.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/new/ 

 

http://www.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/new/
http://www.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/new/
http://www.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/new/


Zotero 

• http://www.zotero.org/ 
• (Please note – there are upgraded versions of zotero 

available for larger storage capacity needs.  You will 
not need anywhere close to that, so there is no need 
to do anything but a standard free download) 

• On the Zotero site, after you click Download Now, 
then click on the blue link that is Zotero for Firefox. 

• You can save the program in your Program Files and 
the Zotero icon will be placed in the lower right 
hand corner of the screen to be available anytime 
you need it. 
 

http://www.zotero.org/


Research Databases 

• http://www.library.arkansas.gov/libraryDivisio
ns/travelerAccess/Pages/default.aspx 

• http://search.ebscohost.com/ 

http://www.library.arkansas.gov/libraryDivisions/travelerAccess/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.library.arkansas.gov/libraryDivisions/travelerAccess/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.library.arkansas.gov/libraryDivisions/travelerAccess/Pages/default.aspx
http://search.ebscohost.com/


Diana Hacker: MLA  
http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/resdoc5e/ 

http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/resdoc5e/


List of Works Cited: Single Author 



Sample 

Works Cited 

Page 

http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/resdoc5e/RES5e_ch08_s1-0014.html 

http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/resdoc5e/RES5e_ch08_s1-0014.html
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In-Text Citations 

 



In-Text Citations 


