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The Canterbury Tales is 
about a group of 30 
pilgrims travelling to visit 
the shrine of Thomas 
Becket in Canterbury. Each 
member of the group tells 
impressive stories, and the 
winner, chosen by the 
narrator, will receive a free 
meal on the way back. 

 

The work is unfinished, 
with only the prologue and 
24 tales completed. 



Thomas Becket  
(1118-1170) 
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Geoffrey Chaucer 
(1343-1400) 
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Geoffrey Chaucer, the author of The 
Canterbury Tales, was the son of a merchant. 
He eventually became the page in a 
noblewoman’s court.  
 
He was recognized by King Edward III for his 
writings, which gave him financial support and 
fame. 
 
Upon his death, he was the first person to be 
buried in the Poets’ Corner of Westminster 
Abbey in London. 





 



Pardoner 

a medieval preacher delegated to raise 

money for religious works by soliciting 

offerings and granting indulgences 



Themes 

• The Pardoner preaches against greed, 
yet he himself is greedy. He openly 
admits to cheating the poor and using 
pigs’ bones instead of saints’ bones as 
relics 

• Chaucer used the Pardoner to affirm 
his belief in the Church, while 
opposing some of the practices of the 
Church. 

 



Relic 

a part of a deceased holy person's body 

or belongings kept as an object of 

reverence. 



Three drunk men set out from a pub to 
find and kill Death, whom they blame 
for the death of their friend, and all 
other people that previously have died. 

PLOT 



An old man they ask tells them that he 
has asked Death to take him but has 
failed. He then says they can find death 
at the foot of an oak tree. When the 
men arrive at the tree, they find a large 
amount of gold and forget about their 
quest to kill Death. 



They decide that they would sleep at the 
tree overnight, so they can take the 
coins in the morning. The three men 
draw straws to see who among them 
should fetch wine and food while the 
other two wait under the tree. The 
youngest of the three men drew the 
shortest straw.  



The two plot to kill the other one when 
he returns, while the one who leaves for 
the town plots to poison the wine. 
When he returns with the food and 
drink, the other two kill him and drink 
the poisoned wine, dying slow and 
painful deaths. All three have found 
death. 


